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Marking Women Experts
— Gendered Naming of Women Experts
in Korean Newspapers, 1990~2025

Bae, Hongchul
(University of Seoul)

This study analyzes 9,089 articles containing the term yeoryu (ZCif,
denoting female professionals) from nine major Korean national dailies
(1990-2025), sourced from the Korea Press Foundation’s BigKinds
database, to elucidate the persistence of a gender-discriminatory label.
Employing word frequency, TF-IDF metrics, and Structural Topic
Modeling(STM), it examines temporal and outlet-specific shifts in
thematic structures. Findings reveal a decline in yeoryu usage across
politics, diplomacy, literature, and fine arts, contrasted by strengthened
associations or surges in Go (baduk) and select performing arts. The
term endures as a conventional modifier for historical figures, evoking
archaic connotations. These results suggest gender-reporting guidelines
that monitor profession- and era-specific reallocations of such terms,
rather than relying solely on simple usage checks.

Key words: yeoryu, women experts, gender-equal reporting, reporting
guidelines, newspaper articles, structural topic modeling
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