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How Is the Domestic and Childcare Labor

Market Changing?
— Focusing on Gender—Based Job Quality
Comparisons in 2015~2025

Moon, Jisun
(Korea Employment and Labor Educational Institute)

This study conducted a gender-comparative analysis centered on
qualitative characteristics of domestic and childcare occupation in
addition to the quantitative scale from 2015 to 2025. Domestic and
childcare workers increased centering on temporary and daily workers
for women and self-employed workers for men even after the
implementation of the Domestic Workers Act in 2022, so it was likely
that this act was related with a balloon effect increasing men’s
self-employed workers. These workers often performed short-term
labor for extended periods based solely on the employer’s needs
without fixed employment contracts, and even regular workers’ wages
were merely at the minimum wage level. Furthermore, while wage
inequality by occupational status is greater than gender inequality, and
inequality within each category is greater than between categories,
overall wage inequality increased in 2020 at which the COVID-19
pandemic was at its peak as the gender wage gap widened. Also the
proportion of vulnerable workers remained consistently the highest
compared to other occupations. Therefore, the domestic and childcare
occupation was always the most vulnerable labor market, and denoted

the significant wage inequality across and within gender and
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occupational status categories, but especially during economic crises

wage inequality worsened centering on gender wage inequality.

Key words: domestic and childcare occupation, care labor market,
labor supply shortage, job quality, platform economy

E 1 2 20:20d 39 17
| ZAMAIY 0 20268 499 2
AFEEY 0 202600 49 22

e we e



