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A Study on Female—related Edicts (Sugyo) in the
"Sugyo—jiproks of the Late Joseon Dynasty

— An Examination of the Legalization of Gender Norms
and Judicial Practices

Hong, jihyeon
(Pusan National University)

This study analyzes women-related sugyo (royal decrees) recorded
in the Sugyo Jamnok (52Z{##$%), compiled by order of King Sukjong
in the 24th year of his reign, with a focus on the Hyeongjeon (FFIHL,
Penal Code) section. While previous scholarship has examined
individual legal codes, specific penalties, and case studies related to the
regulation of women, a systematic analysis of how female norms were
institutionalized through law has remained insufficient. This study
addresses that gap by tracing the process through which sugyo were
enacted and examining how those norms operated in actual judicial
decisions. Chapter 2 surveys women-related sugyo within the
Hyeongjeon, and Chapter 3 analyzes judicial cases to investigate the
institutionalization of female norms. In particular, this study examines
how the legal differentiation of women's social status shaped judicial
judgments in sex-related crimes, and how the criminalization of
women's jealousy (tugi, #5) functioned to preserve patriarchal
authority and family order. The analysis demonstrates that the
women-related sugyo in Sugyo Jamnok did not merely prescribe
prohibitions and punishments, but served as a mechanism through
which the state brought women's conduct, sexuality, and social status

under institutional control in order to maintain a male-centered social



O{AJBIITL K36 H15(2026.4.) 317

order — a process through which female norms were transferred from
the ethical domain into the realm of institutional regulation in late
Joseon society.

Key words: Female differentiation, Sugyo, "Sugyo-jiprok,

Female jealousy, Female regulation, Joseon criminal law
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