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Diversity of Men in their 20s and 30s and its Implications
through the Act of Reading

Park, Jung-Oh
(Pusan National University)

This study analyzes the reading behavior of men in their 20s and 30s
based on the existing debate that reading is related to multicultural
sensitivity and empathy, and aims to present a masculinity other than the
socially represented masculinity of men in their 20s and 30s, such as
anti-feminism, meritocracy, hatred of the weak, and pushing away of
minorities, and to examine why the socially represented masculinity of
men in their 20s and 30s is still dominant despite the existence of diverse
men. The main object of analysis in this study is the reading behavior
and masculinity of men in their 20s and 30s. The reading behavior was
analyzed by looking at what books the interviewees read and for what
purpose, and masculinity was analyzed through their perceptions of the
gender agenda and attitudes towards hegemonic masculinity, where the
gender agenda was examined through their perceptions of gender
equality/feminism, quotas, and inclusive anti-discrimination laws, and
hegemonic masculinity was examined through their perceptions of
traditional masculinity and strong men. The study’s key findings include
First, existing arguments linking reading to multicultural sensitivity and
empathy did not apply equally to men in their 20s and 30s, depending on
which books they read and for what purpose. Second, the nature of this
reading behavior was linked to how interviewees perceived the gender
agenda and their attitudes toward hegemonic masculinity. Based on this,
we categorized interviewees into ‘connection-oriented masculinity’,
‘personal growth-oriented masculinity’, and ‘eclectic masculinity’.
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Third, for interviewees with ‘connection-oriented masculinity’, which is
a contrasting characteristic to that of socially consolidated men in their
20s and 30s, reading humanities books was associated with livelihood
activities in a particular field or with LGBTQ identity. This suggests that
it is difficult for the average man in his 20s and 30s to engage with
humanities books, and that it is difficult to create opportunities to
perceive the gender agenda in a favorable light.

Key words: Masculinity, Reading behavior, Men in their 20s and 30s,
Diversity
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