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Generation Unit of Feminism Theater

— A Case Study of Young Theater Artists after
the #MeToo Movement

Kim, Sungi
(Yonsei University)

This study explored how the generational phenomenon is structured
within South Korean theater industry. As a result, a new generation
unit was being formed around a new topic called feminist theater.
Through in-depth interviews with 10 young theater artists, the context
in which a feminism-friendly young generation unit was formed and
the flow of change in the theater industry driven by the practice of this
generation unit were examined. The triggering event was the #MeToo
movement in the theater industry in 2018. The economic capital
provided by the youth art support program and the social capital
accumulated through the network of young theater artists with similar
backgrounds became resources for the formation of the generational
unit. Young theater artists were negative about established theater,
which is centered on drama theater and is a product of hierarchical
theater culture. In addition, they have a clear sense of belonging and
generation consciousness in their generational unit. They emphasized
discourse and creative practice such as ‘diversity’, ‘social participatory
theater’, ‘new theater aesthetics’, and ‘safe environment for creators’,
and through this, they were carrying out a strategy of subversion to
redefine ‘the theatrical’.

Key words: generation unit, theatre field, #metoo movement, trigerring
events, feminism theatre
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