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Perspectives on Women in the "% of "Biffeis,
and Their Implications

Lee, Kang-Seok
(Pusan National University)

Women in #75% are often portrayed as figures projected through the
gaze of elite men. Many of these stories were widely circulated and
enjoyed, to the extent that they established their own narrative
lineages. With this in mind, this paper examines the main tendencies
found in the "MZcEl, of THEFHEE,, a comprehensive anthology of
earlier #¥5% narratives, with a particular focus on the portrayal of
women. The protagonists in Part I of the "/ Z¢5R, are women situated
directly under the influence of the patriarchal order. They are
concretized as instruments through which elite men aim to overcome
their declining social and economic status, and as objects for the
fulfillment of sexual desire. In contrast, the female protagonists of Part
IT exist somewhat outside the immediate reach of the patriarchal
household structure. As such, they are able to demonstrate a greater
degree of subjectivity. However, even this subjectivity operates within
the constraints of the patriarchal order devised by aristocratic men. In
this respect, the same underlying grammar as in Part | is maintained.
This tendency observed in the "2l offers a clue for re-evaluating
the conventional assessment of "FREFHE#R, as a conservative BFin
anthology. "H#7%5%H, encompasses a wide range of earlier texts and
#75% stories, and in the case of the "JZCil,, most narratives are
transcribed from preceding %fi%k collections. While there are
exceptions involving elaborations or modifications, such instances tend
to reinforce rather than deviate from existing patterns. Therefore, the
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tendencies found in the "fFZ4c5R, of THEFEEE,) should be understood
in terms of continuity with earlier ¥f#X traditions. In this light, the
evaluation of "HUEf55E; as a conservative work could be moderated
by acknowledging its representative nature and broader relevance.

Key words: 5%, A5, "E20ER,, Women, subjectivity, elite men,
desire
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