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Social Adaptation of Afghanistan Special Contributors

in South Korea
— Cases and Implications of Women

Yi, Soojeong
(Sogang University)

This study examined the overall process of adaptation to Korean
society for female Afghan special contributors who entered Korea
through ‘Operation Miracle’ in 2021, along with the social issues that
emerged during this process. It particularly sought to trace the changes
in attitudes and perspectives toward Korean society between the
mother and child generations and their underlying causes. To this end,
interviews with Afghan Special Contributors and stakeholders were
conducted and analyzed across four sessions from 2022 to 2024. The
findings revealed that while the emergency reception of Afghan
Special Contributors facilitated rapid initial settlement, the social
adaptation process was male-headed household-centered, neglecting
women's employment intentions and career transitions. Specifically,
initial employment linkage focused on men, while women were
concentrated in Korean language and socialization education. Unlike
men, migrant women thus had reduced access to opportunities enabling
active social participation. This can be seen as a result of the
assumption that ‘Muslim women stay at home’ being reflected in the
settlement program design. Unlike the limitations faced by the mother
generation, children and adolescents adapted to Korean society quickly
upon being integrated into public education, regardless of gender.
Consequently, mothers adapted to Korean society within the constraints
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of language barriers and caregiving responsibilities, while daughters
adapted in a more liberated environment, preferring career paths

applicable not only in Korea but also in the international community.

Key words: Migrant Muslim, Afghanistan Special Contributors,
Migrant Women, Refugee Adaptation, Islam
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