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Post—Nationalist Representations and Strategies of

Reconciliation in East Asian ‘Comfort Women Narratives
— Focusing on Chun—ja's Nanjing and Sakura

TAI PEIHAN
(Pusan National University)

In East Asia, narratives concerning “comfort women” have long
been closely intertwined with nationalist and ethnonationalist
discourses, producing two notable outcomes. First, within the binary
framework of perpetrator (Japan) and victim (occupied territories),
Japanese “comfort women,” who occupy a liminal position between
perpetration and victimhood, gradually disappeared from public
narratives. Second, in emphasizing the victimhood of particular nations
or ethnicities, narratives have predominantly focused on the
experiences of comfort women from specific countries, while the
similar experiences of women from other regions have been relatively
marginalized or overlooked. Against this backdrop, this study analyzes
Kim Hyeok’s Chunja’s Nanjing (2019), the first full-length novel in
Korean-Chinese literature to center on comfort women, and Chang
Yingmin’s Sakura (2022), the first Taiwanese full-length novel
addressing the comfort women issue. The paper examines how these
two works depict the history of comfort women, highlighting both their
innovative approaches and inherent limitations. Both novels are
significant in that they attempt to move beyond ethnocentric narrative
frameworks to construct ethical solidarity among women. However, by
employing “love” as a symbol of reconciliation, they also risk diluting
the structural violence and political responsibility inherent in the
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comfort women issue, reducing its resolution to an emotional or
individualized domain. Through a comparative analysis of Chun-ja’s
Nanjing and Sakura, this study explores how East Asian literature
narrativizes and responds to the history of comfort women, while
reflecting on the ethical limits and narrative strategies of literary

representation.

Key words: Japanese military sexual slavery, Korean-Chinese literature,
Taiwanese literature, Japanese “comfort women,”

postwar reconciliation
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