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Women's Representation in the Higher—level Local Councils
and Their Competitiveness in the 2014 Local Election

Kang, Yee Eun

(Women's Studies Center, Pusan National University)
Hwang, Ah Ran

(Dept. of Public & Management, Pusan National University)

Women in the Korean councils at the national as well as the local
levels are disproportionately underrepresented. The percentage of
women in higher-level local councils is very low, in particular. This
study, noting that the women’s representation heavily relies on the role
of political parties, analyzes the determinant factors of electoral success
in the higher-level local council election in 2014. It finds that gender is
not the factor with the other variables being controlled. The empirical
analysis of electoral success shows that gender has no significant effect.
The most important variables are political factors such as political
party, regionalism, and incumbency. Thus, the reason of the
under-representation of women in local councils should be examined in
parties, which nominate few women candidates. This study highlights
parties’ strategies for increasing women'’s political representation.

Key words: Women’s Representation, local councils, local elections,
political party nomination, electoral competitiveness
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