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A Critical Analysis of Citizen Participation
Group in Women—friendly City from the

perspective of gender governance :
Focus on Citizen Participation Group in Busan

Kim, Hye Jung
(Busan Women and Family Development Institute)

Women-friendly cities are meaningful in that they are moving away
from the existing administration-oriented policies and activating citizen
participation groups in policies. Therefore, the process of establishing a
governance structure for communicating and cooperating with local
women and other citizens is a very important part of creating a
women-friendly city. Women-friendly cities in Busan have set up the
role of citizen participation groups in the laws and have organized a
citizen participation group composed of various women. However,
residents are less involved. Activities are mainly at the level of civil
complaints because they monitor local inconveniences and present
results to the relevant departments. This shows that citizens
participation groups does not act as a lively debate mechanism that
suggests new projects that can improve the quality of life of residents,
which can reorganize existing policy into gender-sensitive perspectives
and contribute to gender equality. Therefore, in order for citizen
participation groups in Busan to play a major role in gender
governance, basic local governments and citizen participation groups
should pursue change together.

Key words: Women-friendly city, citizen participation group, gender
governance, gender sensitive, participation
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