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Reproductive Politics and the Regulation of Third—Party
Reproduction in South Korea

Kim, Sun-Hye
(Korea Institute, Harvard University)

This paper examines the existing legal and bioethical discourse
regarding the use of third-party reproduction in South Korea. In South
Korea, the first in vitro fertilization (IVF) baby was born in 1985, and
since then, the use of ARTSs has continued to increase as the number of
IVF patients and government subsidies for ARTs have also grown. As
ART has become widely accepted as a normalized medical intervention
to conceive a baby in South Korea, Korean legal and bioethics scholars
have discussed how the practice of third-party reproduction should be
understood and regulated. Since conceiving a baby using donated
gametes and gestational surrogacy could disrupt the family system and
commodify human reproductive cells and capacities, the current laws
and policies related to third-party reproduction tend to focus on the
protection of existing family models and the prevention of the
commercial trade of reproductive capacities. However, how third-party
reproduction is ethically problematized in legal and bioethics
discourses should be further examined: Arguments against the trade of
gametes and commercial gestational surrogacies are often based on the
assumption that motherhood and women’s reproductive capacities are
natural, intrinsic, and biological; such arguments do not contribute to
the promotion of reproductive rights and, instead, reinforce or
reproduce a type of forced motherhood within patriarchal family
systems. By analyzing existing legal and bioethics discourses related to
third-party reproduction in South Korea through a feminist lens, this
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paper explores what new questions and inquiries are required to
intervene in the current discussions on the use of ART in South Korea.

Key words: Gestational Surrogacy, Assisted Reproductive Technology,
Gamete market, Bioethics, Reproductive politics, South
Korea
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